
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tracker Times       Edition 002 - Feb 2022 

Edition 002 - Feb 2022 

ADFTWDA Newsletter  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

 Lunch get together 

 Heat illness  

 Then & Now “Barney” 

 Merchandise 

 Special offers 

 Rant! - Beers, 

Landrover & a dog 

 

“WITH ANZAC DAY IN 

A COUPLE OF 

MONTHS, LET US 

KNOW WHAT YOU 

ARE DOING AND 

WHERE YOU ARE 

HEADED. I WILL BE 

HEADING OUT TO 

BLACKBUTT QLD 

SPENDING THE DAY 

WITH MATES I 

SERVED WITH, AND 

MATES MY FAHTER 

SERVED WITH” 

-PRESIDENT ADFTWDA 

Second Edition Hot Off the 
Press 
G’day readers and welcome to the second 

edition of our newsletter. We received a few 

contributions to publish – which is promising to 

see, but we can do better. Therefore, as 

previously warned, some sections will be the 

world according to Barney. Do not fear entirely, 

as a blast from the past and a founding member 

of our association – Bob Bettany – provided 

copies of our original newsletters from when the 

association first started. 

Initial planning has begun by the committee for 

our annual 7th June service. Hopefully we will get 

a good attendance. We are also having a lunch 

get together at the Transcontinental Hotel 

from 1100 onwards on the 19 March and hope 

to see a few of us there. For those that can’t 

make it, relax, we will do this once a ¼. 

Our association still has the following committee 

vacancies or are currently dual rolled. If you are 

interested in taking up one of the positions, please 

contact the SEC at: secretary@aussietrackers.org  

Treasurer  Merchandise IT MBR Social MBR 

TRANSCONTINENTAL HOTEL 
Brisbane  

(Opposite Roma St Station) 

1100 h Sat 19 Mar 22 

 

See you there for lunch and a drink! 
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No requests have come through for the MIA section this 

month.  

Our VP, George Hulse, is currently in 

Spain. Noting his thirst for extreme 

sports and adventure, the mind does 

wonder if he will be running with any 

bulls whilst there. George also 

promised to bring back the President 

and Secretary something nice from 

his travels. 

Anyone travelling to or through the 

QLD Central Coast, Fred Jermanus 

(ex 6 RAR) resides in Turkey Beach 

and has graciously offered a place to 

stay and a cold beer in his bar. Fred 

can be contacted at: 

gregoryj52@bigpond.com 

     Thanks Fred! 

Aaron “Barney” Barnett 
1999 - Dog Handler Course  2022 - The resemblance to 1999 

is uncanny! 

As warned, no contributions so it’s Barney up first. Finished up Army career last 

year after 25 years of service. Currently President of our Association, slowly 

restoring a 1944 GPW Ford Jeep and have a Malinois as a pet which keeps me 

very busy. Currently reside in Brassall QLD. Photo top left is in 1999 on my dog 

handler course with my mate of 10 years, Butch. Photo top right is today and I 

would argue I still have the exact same pre-teen Swede boy looks of 20 + years 

ago. Members will also notice my hat which I purchased from our association…. 

 
THEN & NOW SUBMISSIONS EMAILED TO: PRESIDENT@AUSSIETRACKERS.ORG 
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I am very pleased to report we have not been informed of any 

members attending sick parade. However, Mike Ploch has provided 

the following in regards to heat illness: 

Late in life (a "mature student"?) I retrained as a Medic.  Purely selfish - I had figured out 

EVERYWHERE the Aussie Army went, they took a Medic, anyone's medic, and I was 

rewarded with trips with numerous units to a variety of exotic locations. Many were hot, 

and like all Medics I became very familiar with heat illnesses, and with the lack of clarity 

in the minds of a number of NCO’s and diggers about just how serious the situation could 

(or had) become.   

I won't bore you with stories like the bloke we resus'd 8 times waiting for a chopper, but I 

will urge you to read this attached and fairly recent article on the neurological and 

cognitive effects of heat stroke - it is in fairly plain English, and you probably already 

know neurological means effects on your brain and its function, and cognitive means 

effects on your ability to think and reason. The really scary bit is the number of 

heatstroke (hyperthermia) victims admitted to hospital and dead in a couple of weeks, 

and that all have permanent brain damage of one sort or another.  And how permeable 

blood vessels transfer toxins from your bowel to your brain. 

Remember it is called heat stroke because it is genuinely a stroke like the ones from a 

bleed or blockage.  The damage to the brain in this instance is from swelling of the brain 

inside a fixed-volume skull (remember high school physics - as water warms up it 

expands?), from changes to the chemistry, and permeability of the blood vessels. 

The Greek and Roman Army doctors knew all about the causes and consequences. 

After you have read it, think about how anyone would understand what has happened 

and what has changed.  The answer is simple - you ask the victim.  There is nothing an 

outsider can see that shows any brain injury has happened, it can only be diagnosed by 

assessing the individual's history and response to questions and circumstances. 

Now ask yourself how you might recognise brain damage resulting from heat stroke in a 

dog.  Balance changes, behaviour changes, memory changes, how will you know?   You 

won't know why your dog is different to the one you used to know unless you were 

there.  Did someone leave him locked in a hot car?  Did someone take her for a run on a 

hot day?  How do you ask the victim now? 

Here's the link:https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4944502/ 

ps hyperthermia is too hot, hypothermia is too cold. 

Thanks Mike! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS EMAILED TO: PRESIDENT@AUSSIETRACKERS.ORG 
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All Veteran Gold, Orange & White card holders are eligible to 

receive up to 10 free RATs over a three-month period with a 

maximum of 5 tests per month. 

DVA clients who do not hold a Gold, White or Orange Card 

may access free tests if they have a: 

 Pensioner Concession Card 
 Commonwealth Seniors Health Care card 
 Health Care Card 
 Low Income Health Card 

Eligible Concession Card (including Veteran Card) holders can receive a free RAT 

by visiting their pharmacist with their Concession or Veteran Card as proof of 

eligibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Mar 22 - Association Lunch, 1100h Transcontinental Hotel  

7 Jun National Military Working Dog Day Services: 

 7th June - Military and Service Working Dog National Monument, RSPCA 

Complex, Wacol, QLD 

 DTBC - Australian Army Trackers Monument, Goolwa, SA 

 DTBC - Australian Trackers and War Dogs Memorial Park, Berriedale, TAS 

18 Aug 22 – Dawn toast to The Dogs, War Dog Memorial, Alexandra Headland, 

QLD 

The Entrance Long Jetty RSL Sub Branch NSW are unveiling a military dog 

statue in time for ANZAC Day in their Memorial Garden. We have been 

approached for assistance in obtaining a harness to place on the dog for 

display. If you are able to help, please email our President.  

Retired Labrador – Whilst a long shot, Mr Robert McCombie has asked our 

association to keep an ear out for any retired ADF Labradors that may come up 

for adoption. Robert worked at the Australian Embassy in Saigon and looked 

after Tiber for a period time. Please contact the president if we hear anything. 
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It was late 1999, and we were on the final field exercise of our dog 

handler course out at Purga. We spent a few days with the ADGs 

putting us through our paces. Myself and two of the other Army guys 

certainly copped our fair share of attention – especially after two of us 

had a few run ins with the ADGs at the boozer midway through the 

course.  

After a few days, we bid farewell to our ADG instructors and then went back to 

focusing on our dogs. Each day a Landrover would go back into RAAF Amberly 

as an admin run, picking up stores and the odd hanger on that would come for a 

look. My section got a run and I convinced the other guys it would be a good 

idea to stop and grab a carton of beer. 

We returned and quietly proceeded to drink the beer under my hootchie and 

burying the cans as not to be caught. Quite a few beers in, unbeknown to me, 

the instructors were conducting night training on one of the ranges, and sent a 

msg to “send Barnett” down. 

Not only was I six beers in, but I also had to drive the Landrover with trailer, 

cross country at night time and I had never driven one before and certainly didn’t 

have my license. The guys in my section thought it was hilarious watching me 

bunny hop this bloody vehicle – until I reminded them that if I crash, our alcohol 

consumption would surely come out, and even if I didn’t crash there was still a 

good chance it would be picked up by the instructors. With a toot of the horn 

(I think I was trying to turn the lights on) I was finally off and headed to the range. 

I arrived safely and got my dog out as quick as possible and stood as far away 

from the staff as I could without trying to look to guilty. I received my brief, 

commenced the activity and had to do what we were told all course – Trust your 

dog. To his credit, young Butch did exactly what was required of us and he was 

without question the smart end of the lead that night. I headed straight for the 

Landrover once finished, not even giving thought to waiting for a debrief, and 

asked who they wanted sent down next. I made it back safely, and had another 

couple of beers at my hootchie with the guys. 

We certainly shared a few laughs about what had happened and we were all 

relieved that we appeared to have gotten away with it. The next morning, I woke 

to the noise of Butch chewing on a beer can. When I looked over there was torn 

VB cans all around my hootchie as he had dug up our little cache of empty cans. 

I’m happy to say we cleaned them up pretty quickly and I did eventually get my 

Landrover license quite a few years later, but that is an entirely new Rant! for 

another time. - Barney 
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 Unfortunately, some sad news to pass on to our members this month: 

 Australian Partners of Defence (APOD) is an Australian owned and operated 

business founded by veteran families for veteran families, who have negotiated 

hundreds of discounts for veterans and their families. Visit www.apod.com.au for 

more information and to join for free with your DVA Veteran card.  

Merchandise – www.aussietrackers.org/merchandise/ 
Still plenty of merchandise available. Don’t be the only one rocking up to the get 

together not wearing any of our merchandise. At least grab a hat and a shirt, this 

will allow us to identify each other and raise some money for our association at 

the same time.  

Vale 
Barry J Rush 02 Feb 2022 

4 RAR 

Malaya, Borneo and both tours of South Vietnam where he 

served in the Tracker Platoon with our Patron, Bob Sayce. 

Wrap up Well ladies & gents, that is our second edition done and dusted. 
Make sure you get your submissions to the president, grab some merchandise 
and get your backsides to our lunch get together on the 19 March at the 
Transcontinental Hotel. If you are not a Brisbane local, feel free to organise a get 
together in your own area and let us know so we can publish it. 
 
Thanks to John Quane, Mike Ploch, Fred Jermanus and Bob Bettany for your 
submissions and contributions to this edition. 
 
As always, give a mate a call to see how they are tracking – especially those they 
may be in the region of the floods in QLD. 
 
Until the next edition….  


