
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tracker Times       Edition 003 - Mar 2022 

Edition 003 - Mar 2022 

ADFTWDA Newsletter  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

 AGM 

 6 RAR Vietnam 

 Then & Now “lunches” 

 Merchandise 

 Special offers 

 Rant! - Beers, dogs 

and car tyres 

 

“NONE OF US ARE 

GETTING ANY 

YOUNGER AND OUR 

ASSOCIATION 

CANNOT RELY 

PURELY ON OUR 

VIETNAM VETERANS 

TO CARRY OUR 

ASSOCIATION. IF YOU 

CAN FILL ONE OF 

OUR COMMITTEE 

POSITIONS, PLEASE 

LET US KNOW.” 

-PRESIDENT ADFTWDA 

Busy month for our 
association 
G’day readers and welcome to the third edition of 

our newsletter. We had our lunch on the 19 Mar 

at the Transcontinental Hotel and I’m happy to 

say we had representation from RAINF, RAE, 

RACMP and RAAF. We will hold our next lunch 

in July and will hopefully see an increase in 

numbers, and I will be doing a ring around to 

people who I know are in the area to try and get 

them there. It was a good day and great to catch 

up with people we had not seen in a while. 

Sean Dobson has been busy down in Tasmania 

working with his local council on updating and 

modernising our memorial down there; and we 

have our AGM coming up on the 4 Apr with 

details on the notice board. 

We also still have some vacancies on the 

committee. If you are in a position to take up one 

of these positions, please notify us. None of us 

are getting any younger and our association 

needs more than just our Vietnam Veterans 

carrying the majority of the load in order for us to 

continue as an association. 

 Our association still has the following committee 

vacancies or are currently dual rolled. If you are 

interested in taking up one of the positions, please 

contact the SEC at: secretary@aussietrackers.org  

Treasurer  Merchandise IT MBR Social MBR 

 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS EMAILED TO: PRESIDENT@AUSSIETRACKERS.ORG 
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I am very pleased to report we have not been informed of any 

members attending sick parade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No requests have come through for the MIA section this 

month.  

No reports of travelling about for this edition. I do know a few of our members will 

be hitting the road in April though…… 

Association Lunches 

“Barney” 

2006 – Post lunch photo happy 
and at the hospital 

2022 – Post lunch photo happy 
and safely at home 

No contributions for Then & Now, so with our recent lunch on the 19 Mar, we have 

an Association Lunches special Then & Now. Photo on left is post Lunch back in 

2006 after an all-in brawl. Photo on the right is me safely at home post our lunch 

on the 19 Mar. I do note that the 2006 lunch was organised by Bob Bettany at the 

Holiday Inn for memory, hence why we stayed away from it this time and we 

probably were not welcome back anyway…… I was a SGT at the time and did the 

right thing by informing my COY HQ, and the sympathetic CSM we had at the time 

replied “Not in front of any of your subordinates I hope” – Yeah, because that was 

the first thought going through my mind. Needless to say, the CSM and I did not 

get on. 

 
THEN & NOW SUBMISSIONS EMAILED TO: PRESIDENT@AUSSIETRACKERS.ORG 
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No significant updates for welfare this month. Our welfare 

member, Ben Hall, will have some information to pass on in 

the next edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04 Apr 22 – AGM, 1100 h, Kedron Wavell RSL (as per email 11 Mar 22) 

13 – 15 May 22 – Animals in War exhibition, Penola SA (In conjunction with the 

Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival) 

7 Jun National Military Working Dog Day Services: 

 7th June - Military and Service Working Dog National Monument, RSPCA 

Complex, Wacol, QLD 

 DTBC - Australian Army Trackers Monument, Goolwa, SA 

 DTBC - Australian Trackers and War Dogs Memorial Park, Berriedale, TAS 

18 – 19 Jun 22 – RAE EDD 50th year re-union, Ingleburn/Holsworthy, NSW 

Jul 22 – Lunch get-together, day and time to be confirmed.  

18 Aug 22 – Dawn toast to The Dogs, War Dog Memorial, Alexandra Headland, 

QLD 

Thanks to Reg Ramage up in the NT who provided a harness to The Entrance 

Long Jetty RSL Sub Branch NSW to go on their military dog statue in their 

memorial garden.  

PTE Russell “Mooka” McDonald (6 RAR) letting Marcus 
and Trajan run in the paddy fields – Tam Phuc Village, 
July 1969 

Anti-Tank/Tracker Platoon, 6 RAR, about to deploy on 
OP MUNDINGBURRA, August 1969. Tracker Dog Milo 
in foreground – note US 90mm ROCL 
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Bob Jennings has provided a Rant! that I am yet to receive, and I 

have a feeling it has something to do with me, so I thought I would get 

one in first that involves BJ….. 

It was early 2001 and we were on pre-deployment training with 4 RAR in Holsworthy. 

BJ was a RAAF WOFF at the time and in charge of our detachment. We were 

accommodated at the MP school and had our dogs kenneled inside a fenced area 

just outside of the military detention centre. An MP who also lived in the 

accommodation, had gone to the RAP to complain they could not sleep because of 

the dogs barking. As a result, we spent a few days sleeping on the footy field out the 

back of the school with our dogs until we were told to put our dogs back inside the 

detention centre compound. 

One evening, we were returning from a session at the 4 RAR boozer. As we pulled 

into the carpark, we drove past the MPs personal vehicle, and I muttered a few 

words to the effect of “we should screw them around like they did to us, let’s let their 

car tyres down”. To this day I am positive I heard a voice that sounded very similar to 

BJ say “I’d like to see that”, or it could have been the beer talking. So, with a belly full 

of booze, I needed no more encouragement and was off! 

Problem was, a RAAF SGT posted to the detention centre was doing his rounds and 

heard the tyres deflating and came to investigate. Upon seeing me he asked what I 

was doing and I said I was looking for my Army ID. He began to question me and I 

did stuff up when asked for my ID (the one I was allegedly looking for) as I replied 

“it’s in my room”. I was told to go get it and when I did, I found the other two Army 

handlers pissing themselves laughing, having a smoke and listening in on me tap 

dancing like an intoxicated Fred Astaire. 

Over the next few days there was talk of removing me from the trip, charging me and 

a few other things. BJ decided to take action himself to try and resolve the situation. 

He went and spoke to the MP who owned the car, and yelled at me to get my ass in 

there. He gave me a face ripping and ensured I apologised to the MP who accepted 

my apology. Unbeknown to the MP it was all a pre-planned show and choregraphed 

brilliantly. The RACMP Banner parade was a couple of days later, and BJ got us out 

of participating in the parade. I was volunteered to do a demonstration for the 

audience to keep up the illusion of punishment and it was made well known that I 

was doing weekend kennels for a while, even though we all did it together anyway. 

 I did not need much help to find myself in trouble. BJ did keep a close eye on me. 

He saved me a couple of times whilst also giving me a kick up the ass. The one 

thing that stands out for me over the tyre incident is that initially the 4 RAR guys 

were very weary of us MP dog handlers. After my little indiscretion, we seemed to be 

accepted for some reason…. - Barney 
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 Unfortunately, some sad news to pass on to our members this month: 

Merchandise – www.aussietrackers.org/merchandise/ 
Still plenty of merchandise available. Remember ladies and gents, this is how we 

fund our association outside of donations. So order your merchandise and by all 

means feel free to make a donation as well. 

Vale 
Dennis “Slim” Symington Feb 2022 

4 RAR 

Both tours of South Vietnam where on the first tour he 

served in the Tracker Platoon with our Patron, Bob Sayce, 

and was the handler for Trajan. 

Jericho Australia is a veteran owned Beard and Grooming 

business that are currently offering a 20% discount on all 

their beard care range through APOD. So, if you are like me 

and having a break from shaving, head to the APOD website 

and search for Jericho Australia to claim your 20% discount 

whilst also supporting a veteran owned business. 

Vale 

Explosive Detection Dog Hayley Mar 2022 

3 CER 

EDD Hayley died during off-leash training in Townsville 

early in the month. Our association has been in contact with 

3 CER to organise for the awarding of the Canine Service 

Medal for EDD Hayley. 
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Wrap up Well ladies & gents, that is our third edition done and dusted. A lot 
is still the world according to Barney. I will keep going until somebody makes a 
contribution. Make sure you get your submissions to the president, grab some 
merchandise and have a safe ANZAC Day. If you are spending ANZAC Day with 
fellow association members, get some photos and send them on through so they 
can be put in the next edition. 
 
As stated throughout this edition, if our association is going to continue to survive, 
we need input from more than just our Vietnam Veterans. Our Vietnam Veterans 
are not going to be with us forever, so it is time for the next generation to step up 
and do our part for the association. So please give some serious thought to filling 
a vacant position on our committee. 
 
Thanks to John Quane, George Hulse and Bob Bettany for your submissions and 
contributions to this edition, and a shout out to our members that came to lunch. It 
was great to see you all again. 
 
As always, give a mate a call to see how they are tracking – especially in the lead 
up to ANZAC Day and make sure none of us spend the day alone. 
 
Until the next edition….  
 


